
 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter 

September 07 

Issue  4 

  

 

Communio Internationalis 

Benedictinarum 

Contact:   Sr. Monica Lewis OSB, Abtei St. Scholastika, D - 49413 Dinklage 

     Telefon: +49 4443 5130   Fax: +49 4443 513-118  e-mail:   abtei@abteiburgdinklage.de 

Contents: 

 

Editorial   1 

A Word from Sr. Judith Ann 

Heble    1  

 

CIB Conference meeting 2007 

in Manila                2 - 9

   

Profile of the Benedictines in 

Region 14 (Summary of the 

Presentation of Sr. Angelica 

Leviste )       2 

 

The Philippine Church  

(Summary of her Presentation  

by M.Mary John Mananzan     3 

 

Praying together     4 

 

Sharing with one another -  

  Sharing with others           5 - 7 

    

Impressions of the meeting 

by M. Fabienne Hyon  8 

 

Entertainment   9 

 

Letter from M.Vera Lucia 

Parreiras Horta  10 

 

The new CIB secretary 10 

 

CIB News Bulletin #1 and 2 

(combined Version) 11 

 

Dates of future meetings 12 

 

Order form Catalogus  12 

 

 

 

 

Editorial: Sister Judith Ann Heble, elected 2006 as Moderator of the 

International Conference of Benedictine Women (CIB) sees a good flow of 

communication between Benedictine Women throughout the world as having 

priority importance.  For the first time she moderated a Meeting of the CIB 

Conference Sept. 3 - 11, 2007 in Manila, where she used her skills as an 

educationalist to further sharing on important Benedictine topics and 

encouraged ideas for the development of internet possibilities..  This edition of 

the Newsletter brings some of the fruits of that meeting.    Sr. Monica Lewis OSB 

 

Catalogus 2006 
 

is now available 
 from  

Centro Studi S.Anselmo, 

Libreria Editrice, 

Piazza Cavalieri di Malta 5 

00153 Roma 

Italia 

 

Tel: ++39.06.5791.320 

Fax: ++39.06.5791.366 
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  Holding the meetings of the CIB Conference every other year in 
our different Regions has had a significant impact on promoting 
mutual support and exchange of ideas and experiences.  I 
believe this has truly fostered the development of womenôs 
monasticism.  Each experience of anotherôs land and story has 
enriched and stretched all of us and sharpened our vision of 
monastic life urging us to be more inclusive.  It is my hope that 
this kind of exchange among us continues to bind us in love and 
unity.  Our oneness in the spirit of St. Benedict can be a visible 
sign to all, of the gift that monastic life is to the Church and 
world.  Do we have a word for the world?  We certainly do, 
especially when we stand together in mutual love and support!  
We are so many good women! 
 
The CIB is always searching for practical ways to enhance 
communication among the Regions.  The possibilities the 
internet offers are endless.  Hopefully, the newer members sent 
from each Region to the Symposium will create ways to keep our 
contacts with one another alive and supportive.  The more we 
know of each other, the more we can stand in solidarity with one 
another. 
 

 

Sister Judith Ann Heble,  the 

new Moderator of the CIB, speaks 

of her experiences.  

 
Much has changed since my 
first international 
experience.  Over the years, 
I have witnessed the 
connections among us 
growing and deepening as 
friendships formed across 

the continents. 
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Statistics of the Benedictines in the Region are to be seen in the box below.  Sister Angelica 

described the activi ty of the Benedictines in the Philippines as òwomen of mission.ó  Seeking God is the 

major goal of all the Benedictine nuns and sisters.  They serve the people in a variety of ways: pr ayer 

ministry, educational endea vours of a wide variety, health care, sp irituality, socio -pastoral apostolate, 

special focus groups, ecological advocacy, immersion programs and peace activities.  Women, children 

and the poor are special focus groups in these ministries.  Sister Angelica summarized the activity of 

the Benedicti ne women in the Philippines in the form of òThree Sõsó: Serve others, Save the earth, 

Seek peace and pursue it.  
 

I was very impressed by the many and varied ways the Benedictines respond to the needs of the 

people of the Philippines.  There is no doubt tha t the poor and oppressed, especially women and 

children, are the focus of the ministries of the Benedictine sisters and nuns.  The Philippine people 

look to the religious to meet their needs and the Benedictines have responded in varied ways for over 

100 years, truly as  òwomen of  mission.ó 

 

        (Summary of the Presentation of Sister Angelica Leviste by Sr. Kathryn Huber , Ferdinand, USA .) 

 

 

 

In the Philippines there are 

now ten Benedictine Women 

Congregations  

 

 

Since Benedictines are   

not specialists but generalists,  

the Benedictines in the Philippines  

are engaged in many different kinds of  apostolate.   

 

There are 498 Benedictines in the country composed  of 

360 Benedictine Sisters and 138 Nuns.  

 

The first Benedictine 

women arrived in the 

country at the beginning of 

the 20
th

 century 

Both the apostolic and the contemplative 

way of life are strongly represented. 

 

 

 

Profile of the Benedictines in Region 14  

 
Sister Angelica Leviste, Former Delegate to the CIB and Prioress of St. 

Scholastica Priory Manila from 1996 - 2004, presented the CIB Conference 

with a profile of the Benedictine Women in her Region , which unlike some 

other Regions comprises just  one country - but a country spread over 7100 

islands! 
 

Organised in the AWBP, (Association of Women Benedictines in the 

Philippines) they show an impressive amount of mutual understanding and 

respect, solidarity and co -operation, such as offering courses in monastic 

spirituality for all generations.  


