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What has been 
happening in CIB 
world since  2018 
Symposium



2019 Conference of Delegates meeting in Cuernavaca
with trip to Mexico City to meet with Synod of Abbot
Presidents! (Remember?)



This seminal work by historian and 
canonist, Sister Scholastika Häring, 
originally written in German,
is now available in English and 
French.  We hope soon it will also 
be available in Spanish. It is a work
in progress.



We have continued to explore and 
respond to Cor Orans

Monastic Congregations and Federations are being formed,
Constitutions are being written (and re-written), new bonds
of communion are being forged, and more . . .



While there were no meetings of the CIB Conference of 
Delegates in 2020, there were meetings of the
CIB Administrative Council.  In addition, there were
ongoing communications with the CIB delegates around
the world – including emails, newsletters and video messages*.



Play CIB Pandemic  Video



No CIB meeting (outside of CIB Administrative Council 
meetings) was held in 2020.

2021 brought CIB into the world of Zoom meetings.
We held a 4 day meeting in Sept 2021



– a challenge as delegates tuned in 
from their home monastery, which
entailed being across MANY time zones 
at once, such that some started early in 
the morning, mid-morning, afternoon,
evening.  Some ended the day long 
meetings by mid-morning, 
some in afternoon and 
some late at night and 
even into the next day!
Yet all remained totally
engaged throughout.





Guest speakers:

Abbot Primate Gregory Polan, OSB



Scholastika Haring, OSB (Dinklage, Germany)



Jeremias Schroeder, OSB
Abbot President, St Ottilien Congregation



Patricia Murray, ibvm
UISG Executive Director, Rome



We held two more Zoom meetings in 2022
•January formation day with 

Sr. Scholastika Häring on 

CIB structures

•May formation day with 
Sr. Jennifer Horner (Our Lady of Grace 

Monastery, Indiana USA)
and Sr Andrea Savage (Stanbrook Abbey, 

England) 

Synodality





January 2022 CIB Formation Day



personal observation (Scholastika)

• 2015 I was fascinated about 

 development among the Benedictine Women – moniales and sorores – that led to the CIB and

 development within in the Benedictine Confederation that led to the concept of consociatio

• So in my last chapter I opened a think tank for the future on both levels:

 CIB

 Confederation

• Máire Hickey at the Abbots Congress in 2004: 

• “Now that we have built up a functioning organisation, our meetings will have more space for preparing other 
spiritual aspects than we have often had up to now. We are not planning to seek a new juridical status. But this 
does not preclude the possibility that a time may come when the members of the CIB will question whether 
consociatio as it is understood by canon law at the present time, is in the long term the most appropriate form of 
relationship between the monks of the Benedictine Confederation and their sisters. But this is not a question for 
the immediate future”
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Vultum Dei Quaere & Cor Orans

All monasteries sui iuris have to be part of a 
federation or a monastic congregation.

Consequence: most monasteries, which are now 
listed in the Catalogus as extra institutum will 
disappear. 
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Benedictine Women in the near future

monasteries sui iuris of moniales / 
sorores joint together in 
 monastic congregations
 or federations and 

religious congregations

Additional:

monasteries sui iuris which are part of 
one of the monks congregations

monasteries/communities in special 
situations

Benedictine Confederation

Nature of the CIB
→CIB Statutes, I A

“The Communio Internationalis 
Benedictinarum (C.I.B.), respecting the 
autonomy of
each monastery, congregation and 
federation, brings together in 
a sisterly bond
all women’s communities
consociated with the Benedictine 
Confederation,
and functions under the aegis of the Ius 
Proprium of the Confederation.”
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January, 12th 2022 CIB formation day 24

“We have been clear that we want 
to continue the process of seeing a 
way to re-organize the CIB in a way 
that can serve us better.”

think big and think long term

communio – participatio – missio



January, 12th 2022 CIB formation day 25

A work in progress?



COLLABORATION –
Men and Women Benedictines side by side



Michelle Sinkhorn, OSB (Ferdinand Indiana USA)
CIB Technology Manager



We bid each other goodbye –
sisters didn’t want to leave the meeting!



May 2022
CIB Conference Of Delegates

Formation Day on SYNODALITY
via Zoom

(no photos taken )



Jennifer Horner, OSB
Our Lady of Grace Monastery (USA)

Andrea Savage, OSB
Stanbrook Abbey (England)



5 September – meeting with American officials 
at Dicastery for Consecrated Life 

•To discuss structures of governance of Benedictine women

•To bring awareness of CIB –
communion of moniales and sorores



Next Meeting of CIB Conference of Delegates

Rome 8-11 September 2022- HERE WE ARE!

Tutzing OSB Generalate – Casa Spirito Sancto



Agenda for September 2022 Meeting

1.Reports from each of the 19 regions of CIB
2.Abbot Primate Gregory to bring us up to date on 

Confederation 
3. Finance Report
4. Plans for next CIB Conference of Delegates meeting 

and next CIB Symposium
5. Election of Moderator and Administrative Council members



COMMUNIO


